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EDITOR’S ADDRESS. 


* Op’ning the map of God’s extensive plan, 

We find a little isle, this life of man ; 
Eternity’s unknown expanse appears 

Circling around and limiting his years. 

The busy race examine, and explore 

Each creek and cavern of the dang’rous shore, 
Withcare collect what in their eyes excels, 
Some shining pebbles, and some weeds and shells ; 
Thus laden, dream that they are rich and great, 
And happiest he that groans beneath his weight ; 
The waves o’ertake them in their serious play, 
And every hour sweeps multitudes away ; 

They shriek and sink, survivors start and weep, 
Pursue their sport, and follow to the deep. 

A few forsake the throng ; with lifted eyes, 

Ask wealth ofheav’n, and gain a real prize.” 


My Dear Youne FRienps,— 

With the same unalterable affection and tender solicitude, 
I would again address you upon the interesting occasion of a 
New Year. May it be to you a season of more abundant 
happiness than even the kind wishes of your friends shall 
propose. And may every succeeding year of your life be 
crowned, not only with temporal happiness, but with that 
more refined and exalted enjoyment, which, accompanying 
you through the dark valley of the shadow of death, shall 
rise to the eternal bliss of heaven. It is, dear youth, a most 
grateful a to my anxiety for you, in respect to that eterna! 
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4 Editor's Address. 


happiness, to be favoured with these frequent opportunities 
of addressing you upon the subject. Though sensible that 
the privileges of this christian country and enlightened age 
render the attention of a stranger, however ardent, by no 
means indispensable ; still the hope of rendering some little 
assistance, in a cause ef such infinite importance, forms a 
‘emptation so powerful, that the indulgence will, I trust, be 
admitted. 

To many, the past year presents the delightful retrospec- 
tion of having been hopefully brought from the darkness of 
their natural state, into the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God. The extensive revival of God’s work, affords the 
animating hope, that many, whom I now address, may be in- 
cluded in that nnmber. Oh that it were the happy case with 
all !—thgt [ could be relieved from the painful thought, that 
any have passed another precious year of their short proba- 
tionary state, without becoming wise unto salvation—with- 
out securing an interest in the Redeemer of sinners. To 
such whai can I say ? What can the most affectionate faith- 
fulness dictate, that has not already been reiterated for their 
warning. Ohthat some kind angel from the immediate pres- 
ence of that God, who, with such long suffering, is waiting to 
be gracious to their souls, might be commissioned to entreat 
them. But ifthey hear not Moses and the Prophets—if they 
regard not the sacred Scriptures—if they yield not to the be- 
nigu influences of the Holy Spirit, the heavenly embassy 
might be unsuccessful. Alas! Alas! netwithstanding all the 
compassionate exertions of infinite benevolence—the plain- 
ness, earnestness, and holy vehemence of the scriptures upon 
the subject of our ruined condition—the salvation provided 
for us—the conditions of this salvation—and the absolute 
dependence of our happiness, for endless duration, upon a 
strict observance of these conditions ; stillthe wayward heart 
of rman is ever, as from the first, seeking out many inventions. 
Self complaisance, and the love of ease and pleasure, have 
formed many a plausible system of religion, more consonant 
to the feelings of the natural heart, than that of the Bible: a 
religion of uninterrupted hopes without the irksome embar- 
rasment of evidences—of liberal indulgences without tyran- 
nical restraints—free from the gloomy doctrines of christian- 
ity—conferring heaven without our care, or superstitious 
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Editor’s Address. 5 


observance of universal holiness—in short, a religion reliev- 
ing the mind ffom any serious concern for sin, any painful 
apprehension of God’s inexorable justice in its punishment, 

and removing all obstructions to their full enjoyment of world- 
ly things. Thousands carelessly adopt these systems, and sport 
away their transient life in fatal security, until “ the clement 
mediatorial hour is past” for ever. 

Perhaps there are none of my young readers who are con- 
scious of not giving their full assent to the scriptures. But 
if any are in habits of careless thinking upon the subject of 
religion, let them be entreated by all that is “ precious in joy, 
or costly in sorrow,”’ to make a pause for solemn reflection. 
Like the noble Bereans search the scriptures and see if these 
things are not so. See ifthe representation of our case there 
does not demand the most sclemn and earnest attention ; and 
let this scripture sink deep in the heart, “Now is the ac-. 
cepted time, now is the day of salvation.” 

But the animating hope is indulged that many of my young 
readers have, the past year, found this scripture verified in 
their own experience—have found it an “ accepted time, and 
a day of salvation.” What words can express the joy of all 
good beings for such an increase of happiness; and of your 
christian friends in particular, for your early escape from 
impending misery. Long have they sighed, Oh that you 
were wise, that you understood the things of your peace ; and 
irembiled, lest you should procrastinate until they were for 
ever hid from your eyes. And even now their rejoicing is 
not without much fear, lest after all the pleasing evidence of 
your interest in Christ, you should fall a victim to self-decep- 
tion. This slays its thousands. So strictly is that scripture 
verified, “ ‘The heart is deceitful above all things.” In meek- 
ness therefore receive the friendly exhortation of christians, 
to deliberate and constant self-examination. May you in- 
deed be rooted and grounded in the genuine faith of the Gos- 
pel, and press forward towards the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let nothing be omit- 
ted which the most exemplary piety can do to win others to 
a participation of these divine blessings. Let nothing be 
omitted, which is in your power to do, to promote their exten- 
sion tothe ends of theearth. Let your gratitude for these in- 
finite blessings be expressed in a ready active co-operation 
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v Winter. 


with those who are promoting this glorious cause. Be 
steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. Then as pleasant trees, the planting of the Lord, shall 
you grow up in fruits of yood to man, and glory to God. Go 
ou your way rejoicing—your attention being diverted from 
the pleasures of sense by the glories of the heavenly world, 
And at last, when you shall have done the will of your leaven- 
ly Father here, may you have an abundant entrance into his 
Kingdom above, and there for ever shine as brightest stars 
ia glory. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


WINTER. 


The sun is dim and cold. The prattling brook i is still. 
The trees are leafless, the wind howls in their tops. The 
fields, stript of their robes and ornaments, lie stretched out 
under their snow-white shroud. The music of hilland vale 
has flown to kindlier climes. The cattle rush upon their 
owner, and demand their food. ‘The sheep stand close, and 
dumb and shivering. All is dreary, and tempestuous and 
desolate.. The God of the seasons “ casteth forth his ice like 
morsels; who cap sfand before his cold ?” 

Ah Winter! too faithful picture of this fallen world! 
Sin entered Eden’s bowers,—Heaven frowned—the blos- 
soms faded—the leaves fell—the fruits turned to corrup- 
tion. Never has the beauty or the fragrance returned. One 
long inclement winter hath followed. War, famine, pesti- 
lence, earthquakes have spread wide desolation. For six 
thousand years these storms of wrath have been rolling 
over the earth. Every new generation has had a full meas- 
ure of pain, andtearsand woe. Yet these miseries have been 
relieved by mercies. Some few and tremulous rays from 
the Sun of righteousness, like those from the natural sun 
which mitigate the cold of winter, have, in every age, pierced 
ihe mists of sin. And the golded beams of this Sun shall yet 


chase, from the moral firmament, all the gloom, and bring joy © ~ 


dnd gladness tothe whole earth. 
Ah Winter! emblem ofthe human heart! Reader, is thy 
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Winter. ? 


soul serene like the summer sky? unrufiled as the glassy 
lake ? Or, is it yet ina state of nature, lowering and tem- 
pestuous—the seat of passious more furious than the north- 
ern blast, more desolating than wintry storms? Is it warm 
with the love of heaven? Or is it yet a stranger to the gra- 
cious influences of the Holy Spirit, cold and hard as the ice 
that bridges the river—dark and dreary as the starless night 
of January? Is the good seed of God’s word taking root in 
thy heart, and are the fruits of holiness budding there, and 
blossoming, and maturing and abounding to the praise of rich 
grace? Or, is nothing to be found but one melancholy waste ? 
Is thy soul happy in the Saviour’s smile? Or, is it joyless as 
the mountain top, loaded with snow, and tempest-beaten ? 

Ah Winter! solemn monitor to man! Life’s summer will 
soon be over. The cold touch of death will congeal the 
purple stream. Seize then the blessings of the hastening 
hour. Are they deemed wise, who made timely preparation 
for the present winter? Can they now sit at their fire-side 
and enjoy the stored treasures of summer and autumn? Do 
they find a rich reward for all their toil? And does the idler 
now lament his neglect to “ provide his meat in the summer,” 
and to “gather his food in the harvest?” In vain his eye 
wanders over the fields in search of waving crops—only 
waves of driven snow appear. ‘“ The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended.”———So the day of grace willend. When 
death shall put his icy arms around us, no more can be done 
to secure the smile of Jesus Christ. In keenest anguish will 
the lost soul then look back to the time, when provision 
might have been made for the winter of eternity. But it will 
be too late. The harvest-season will have gone by. Now, 
the most forlorn look for the return of spring, but no such 
hope will cheer lost sinners. Their winter will never end. 

And O what bright scenes will then open to such, as, in the 
snmmer of life, laid—in provision for their souls. Qn them 
no angry skies will ever scowl—for ever will they dwell in 
the sunshine of God and the Lamb—most sweetly will they 
swell the harmony of heaven for ever. 

Are the children of men hastening to this scene of wide 
separation as swiftly as the snow flies beforethe wind? Let 
all then, let the young in particular, receive from the objects 
around them; lectures of wisdom. As they walk fearful on 














Winter. 


the treacherous ice, let them think of the more slippery places 
of life, from which they are momently liable to slide into eter- 
nity. As they awake and tremble at the midnight-tempest, 
let them fear Jehovah, who, in awful majesty, * hath his way 
in the whirlwind and in the storm,” and who will soon ap- 
pear, in far more awful grandeur, in the final judgment. As 
they gaze on the brilliants of the evening firmament, let 
them adore dim, whose glories shall one day put out stars 
and suns. And while they contemplate the goodness and 


/ mercy of God, in moderating the rigour of the season, and 


curbing the furious winds, let them /ove Him for the excel- 
lence of his character and the perfection of his government. 

The Saviour too should not be forgotten. For, what is 
the gloom of inclement skies to the deeper gloom on nature’s 
face, when Jesus poured out his life for sinners? And what 
is the dazzling whiteness of the snow, under a noon-day sun, 
to the “ raiment,” and “ head and hairs” of this precious 
Redeemer ? and to the spotless robe of his righteousness P 
and to the souls washed in his blood and made “ whzter than 
snow /” 

Peculiarly favourable to objects of piety and benevolence 
are the long winter-evenings. May the youth of America 
spend this important portion of time, not in gingling to par- 
ties of pleasure, and in folly’s giddy round 5 but in rational 
enjoyments. ‘Their minds should now be stored with know- 
ledge, their hearts adorned with religion, their hands employ- 
ed in deeds of charity. The domestic fire-side should be im- 
proved inuseful reading and conversation. Here, while the 
wind whistles by their dwelling, and the cold crowds the 
family into a narrower circle, may they think of their com- 
forts, and praise the Godof heaven—of the poorsailor on the 
boisterous Ceep, and put up a fervent prayer for his safety— 
of the hoveled widow and her shivering little ones, and de- 
vise liberal things to be accomplished on the morrow ;—yes, 
may they here think of the greater sufferings in heathen lands, 
where the souls of many millions are shelterless and famish- 
ing, in the wintry night of Paganism; and resolve to make 
new efforts to sendthem the Gospel. 
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Memoir of Sarah Hassel. 
MEMOIR OF SARAH HASSEL. 


The Almighty Governor of events employs many metheds 
to bring guilty sinners to a knowledge of themselves, and of 
their need of a Saviour; and while he raiseth up one and 
putteth down another, who shall say, What doest thou? The 
saving efficacy of the blood of Jesus is not confined to the 
great and mighty of this world, but it extends to the cottage 
ef the poor; and we often find, that while the rich man re- 
fuses to partake of the bread of life, preferring the husks of 
worldly gratification, those whose lot below is penury and 
pain, gladly feed on the heavenly mauna to the saving of 
their souls. The young person, of whom we are about to 
write, was of this class: she had little to recemmend her in 
the eyes of the world; her days were few, and marked with 
a series of afflictions and hardships ; but He who has promis- 
ed to look to him who is of a humble and contrite spirit 
heard her plaint ; he turned her mourning into joy, and pre- 
pared her for the glories of Heaven, 


“« Where all is calm, and joy, and peace.” 


Sarah Hassel was the daughter of a poor widow whose 
young family depended upon her own exertions for support. 
Always delicate in her health, Sarah had not been sent reg- 
ularly to school, and had enjoyed but few opportunities of in- 
struction ; but though she was denied many outward means 
of improvement, she was not sufiered to perish for lack of 
knowledge. A younger sister was sent to school, and soon 
evinced by her conduct that she bad not been sent in vain, 
by early manifesting an anxiety respecting her soul’s salva- 
tion ; and having herself become a partaker of gospel bless- 
ings, she laboured earnestly to convince her sister of the im- 
portance of eternal things. In the evening, after her return 
from school, she used to teach Sarah the hymns she had learnt, 
and the lessons she had received during the day: these in- 
structions did not, however, last long, for it pleased God ear- 
ly to remove this promising child to more peaceful regions 
and at the age of eleven years, she left this world with a hope 
blooming with immortality. After her sister’s death, Sarah 
was obliged to go to service, and was unfortunately placed 
ander the roof of a family who did not fear God, and who 
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10 Memoir of Sarah Hassel. 


scoffed at those who would not join them in breaking his 
commandments. Although Sarah suffered much opposition 
from these people, she was enabled to maintain the integrity 
of her conduct, and she shuddered at the thought.of openly 
profaning the name of that God whom her departed sister 
had taught her to love. She was not, however, exposed a 
great while to these temptations ; for breaking a blood vessel, 
she was obliged to return to her mother’s cottage, from w hich 
she was never afterwards removed. During the months of 
languor and pain with which it pleased God to visit her, she 
was gradually led to view her own state as a sinner in a way 
she had never done before ; and, as she saw her end approach- 
ing, the language of her soul unceasingly became,— What 
must I do to be saved?” By an apparently trivial circum- 
stance her situation was mentioned to one of the Stranger’s 
Friend Society, who called upon her and found her earnestly 
seeking the salvation of her soul; she was afraid to die, being 
conscious of her exceeding sinfulness, and of her unfitness to 
stand before a pure and holy God. Jesus was held out to 
her as a Saviour ready and willing to save to the uttermost 
those who come unto God by him; and she was invited to 
seek an interest in his blood, and to be assured of his willing- 
ness to receive her. Prayer was offered up on her behalf, and 
the visitors left the room, believing that the desire of her 
soul would be granted ; and he was not mistaken. She was 
again visited, and was soon enabled to lay hold on Jesus as 
her only hope, and to believe in him to the saving of her soul. 
As her body became weaker, her spiritual strength was re- 
newed ; her faith was stronger, her hope more lively, and with 
joyful ‘anticipation she looked forward to the moment when 
she should realize the happiness which she now delighted to 
contemplate. She was not able to read herself; but, while lis- 
tening to the word of God, her whole soul seemed absorbed in 
the precious truths it contained, and her astonishment was exci- 
ted at the love and condescension of Christ in giving himself a 
ransom for sinners. A friend who went to see her, and who 
was struck with the patience with which she bore ‘her accu- 
mulated disorders, enquired if she did not think God dealt 
hardly with her: with animation she replied, “Oh no; he is 
very good; my sufferings are great, but they are nothing to 
what my Saviour endured for me.” It was then asked if 
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she was afraid todie. ‘ No, not in the least,” she answered, 
« for I believe the Lord will have mercy upon me.” But,” 
it was enquired, “* what reason have you, Sarah, to think that 
God who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, can have 
mercy on you who have sinned against himr” “IT know,” 
said she, * I am a great sinner; but Jesus Christ died for sin- 
ners, and I am sure that God will pardon my sins for his son’s 
sake—he has promised he will God is very good to me; 
he raises me up many friends, and he gives me patience to 
bear all he lays upon me.” Being asked if she ever thought 
of death before her illness, she said she often had felt impressed 
with the belief that she should not live long ; and then she 
reflected upon her sins, and trembled at the thought that she 
was not prepared to stand before God ; but it was not till she 
was Shut out from earthly objects that she had seriously con- 
sidered the value of religion. 

Her fits of coughing often threw her body into violent pain ; 
and while supported by her distressed parent who vainly en- 
deavoured to afford relief to her dying child, Sarah’s prayer 
was for patience that she might hold on to the end; and her 
gratitude was excited that her Heavenly Father preserved her 
from murmuring. A short time before her departure, her 
mother hinting at the possibility of her recovery, with holy 
triumph she exclaimed,—* Mother, it is impossible ! it would 
be wicked to wish it—I am more than half-way to glory.” 

The three last days of her life she was sinking fast, and 
was able to say but little; but her confidence was unshaken, 
and her dependence on the merits of Christ increased as she 
drew near the borders of the grave: nor did her Saviour leave 
her comfortless: round her and beneath were spread 


“'The everlasting arms ;” 


and, after a painful struggle in which she could only raise her 
hand in token of victory, she fell asleep in Jesus. C. 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARD!AN. 
GRAY HAIRS. 


Mr. Editor, as you are the friend of youth, you probably 
take pleasure in patronizing youthful productions. The fol- 














12 Gray Hairs. 


lowing lines were written from the circumstance of the au- 
thor’s being solemnly impressed, when observing gray hairs 
on the head of her instructor. If you think they will promote 
juvenile zeal in the cause of learning, and that lively gratitude 
to benefactors, which is ever well pleasing in the sight of 
God, raising the affections from earthly scenes to heavenly, 
they may be inserted in the Guardian. 


Must hoary locks so soon enwrap that brow, 

Which shone with genius, dress’d with youthful smiles, 
Encourag’d diffidence, and latent worth, 

Hid deep in correspondent modesty, 

Drew forth and taught to live ? 

Truth irresistible affirms they must, 

And shews a silver blossom, here and there, 

To prove th’ assertion true. O youths and maids, 

Can we unmov’d behold ? Can we see 

Our minds’ conductor, leader of our thoughts, 

Warn’d of the grave—and not our bosoms sigh, 

And not our hearts be rais’d to Heaven in prayer, 

To Him, who made the world and governs it, 

That He would spare him useful many years, 

To pour instruction on the barren soul, 

“To water thirsty minds with learning’s dew, 

And lead to Heav’n through fields of knowledge fair’? 


_ $So prays our selfishness. Nor can we cease, 
*Till from on high th’ Almighty fiat comes, 

* Return beloved son! thy work is done! 

A rich reward in realms of bliss receive.” 


Cease then regrets ;—these harbingers of age 
But add respect to humble diffidence, 
And teach to venerate the worthy man, 
Whose approbation every wish would gain. 
Lamenting tears, O stay your silent course * 
’Tis profanation thus for you to speak 
This selfish sorrow, this supreme regret ; 
And come, ye humid drops, that flow untaught, 
When pleasure calls you forth to speak a joy, 
Words cannot utter. O assist a heart, 
That glad would rise in gratitude to Heav’n, 
And thank th’ indulgent Parent of her sex, 
That Hea kind Preceptor many years 
Has lent, who Heav’n-ward bends his pious course, 
And, smiling, teaches us to follow him. 
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Interesting Spectacle. 


And QO! when hoary hairs his head shall crown; 
+ When age shall quench his eye, and close his ear,’ 
And death shut up the scene—the curtain draw, 
When his attractive smiles shall glow in Heav’n 
Anew with kindred Angels, then in all, 

Who drew instruction from his tongue be there, 
To crown his head with never ending songs, 
And part no more. 


St. 
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INTERESTING SPECTACLE. 


The object of an annual public Thanksgiving, as instituted 
by our venerable forefathers, and pious saints of New Eng- 
land, undoubtedly to express our dependance on the Author 
of Good, and thank Him ina devout and united manner for 
private, as well as national blessings. The executive author- 
ity of the Northern States recommend an abstinence from 
servile labour, and: such recreations and amusements, as would 
mur the pleasure of devotional feeling, and interrupt the hap- 
piness and sublime impressions arising from the sacred Altar. 
Notwithstanding, however, the injunction of the thoughtful ; 
notwitastanding the rationality of the requirement, still the 
giddiness of youth, and the frivolity of age spent this conse- 
crated anniversary in various seasons of vacant mitth and de- 
grading jocularity. 

These miscellaneous hints are here made in consequence 
of participatihg inazich entertainment of the house of a friend 
in Maine, on the evening at the 28th, ult. which closed the 
day of * public thanks ;”’ the day, whose annual return was 
always so grateful to our venerable ancestors. 


“It was the feast of reason and the flow of soul.” 


His room was well lighted up, and displayed alittle band of 
youth, whose ages were from fourteen down to five, dressed 
in neatness, taste and elegance, who declaimed such well 
chosen pieces of English poetry, as had been previously com- 
mitted to memory. A number of dialogues were added, 
which formed a pleasing variety ;—and the popular Drama, 
Search after Happiness, closed thé exercises. 
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14 Lhe Squirrel. 


To be present in this little splendid society, composed ir 
part of my friends’ family, and in part of his next neighbour’s, 
some of whom were just emerged from the cradle—to hear 
their infant tongues distinctly a ae the sublime com- 
positions of former, as well as modern poets—to see their 
little eyes, lighted up by the rays of genius, and their little 
hands displayed in occasional gesticulation, enforcing the sen- 
timents of their favourite, authors on the minds of the audi- 
tors—to see their little feet move in the various positions, 
with that ease and propriety, which bespeaks the education 
of assemblies ; all these, united to the time and place, and 
the preparation ef one week only, gave me impressions, 
which I never before felt, and joyful feelings, which I cannot 
now express. 

1 hope my young friends will entertain a grateful sense to- 
wards those, who assisted them in making an appearance, 
so much to their advantage, and so worthy of being imitated. 
May it be imitated, wherever practicable, at our future an- 
niversary thanksgivings ;—and may true wisdom be increas- 
ed, as our youth advance in the sciences, the arts of life, and 
elegant letters. A. 





GOMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE SQUIRREL. Parr IIL. 


(Concluded from p. 309, Vol. 3.) 


It will be recollected that sometime ago, we left this little 
nimble animal running up into a beech tree; and Theodore 
and the rest of the little group, conversing about it, and some 
other things growing out of it. I designed, ere this, to have 
finished my story; but sickness has prevented my writing it 
for the printer—and therefore he has not printed it. Hoping, 
meanwhile, that our young readers have learnt, as Har- 
riet, Emeline and Eliza did,—zn what respect they are better 
than a Squirrel ora bird—how much better their mind or 
soul is than their body, or than every body that ever lived in 


the world— and how much more care they ought to take of 


their mind than of their body ; we shall now proceed with 


them to what follows; though’ if they have forgotten how . « 


* This should have been inserted in No. 12 of the third yelume, but 
it came tee late —Hs. 
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The Squirrel. 


their three young friends Jearné all these great things, they 
had better first turn to the two parts in the July and Septem. 
ber Guardians, and read them through again. 

Théodore had promised to tell them how they might know 
where the soul of poor little Charles is, and so where tlieir 
own souls would be, when their bodies should be buried in 
the ground, as his was. But recollecting, that it is only froin 
the Gospel that they could ever learn this ; and that his little 
company informed him that they had been attending a 5Sal- 
bath class; he addressed himseli to Eliza, the youngest, aad 
proceeded thus :— 

Theodore. Did you learn any of the Bible, my dear, in 
the Sabbath school P 

Eliza. Yes Sir, agood deal. 

Theodore. Well then let me hear whether you can re- 
member any of it now. 

Eliza. (After some moments recollection) “The begin- 
ning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. Avs it is 
written in the prophets—-Behold I send my messenger before 
thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his path straight.”” (And thus she repeated 
promptly the whole first chapter of Mark.) 

Theodore. And what is the meaning of that verse Em- 
eline, “ The voice of one crying in the wilderness ?” 

Emeline. I don’t know sir. 

Theodore. Then I will tell you if you wish to hear. 
“The voice of one” &c. means the same as John the Bap- 
tist (or the baptizer) mentioned in the next verse; and he 
is the same as the “ messenger,” mentioned in the verse 
before, which the prophets in the Old Testament were in- 
spired to foretell. Do you know what is the meaning of 
prophet, Harriet ? 

Harriet. No, Sir. 

Theodore. <A prophet is one that God teaches to kiow 
and speak of future things ;—as if you should be told by tiim 
just when you shall die, and what will then become of your 
mind or soul—which you know will never die. 

Eliza. O hew I want to know that; and so whether I 
shall ever see my dear brother Charles again. Will not God 
show me too, as well as the prophets?—O how I wish [fe 
would ! 
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Theodore. Stay, my dear, He has shown you already ds 
you shall see. (Here joy sparkled in all their litile eyes.) 
God was so good and gracious as to show his prophets, as 
was just said, and learnt them to write it in the Bible; and 
thus he has shown every body that can get the Bible and can 
read it. And so you see how good He isto learn you to 
read by letting you attend school, and giving you parents 
that have bibles to show you all that will ever take place in 
the world, and also what will become of you. 

Emeline. O1 love to have the Bible! I never knew be- 
fore what it was for. Bat do tell us Sir, in what chapter God 
teaches us all this. 

Theodore now perceived they had learned what many a 
Graduate never learns—to prize the Bible, and wish to be- 
eome acquainted with its eternal truths; and thinking they 
were sufficiently interested to hear a more continued discourse, 
he now proceeded less catechetically. 

Theodore. Yes, my dear, if you will try to understand, I 
will tell you. God teaches you something of these great 
things in almost every chapter in the Bible. Observe for 
instance, the very first verse of the chapter just recited. “ The 
beginning of the ‘GOSPEL of JESUS CHRIST the SON 
of GOD.” The Gospel: what is that? it means the Good 
News. Good News of whom? of or by Jesus Christ. Who 
is He? The son of GOD. Thus it is then—The good 
news by Jesus Christ, the Son of God. And what was the 
good news that Cl brist the Son of God brought into the world ? 
It was this—that the souls of all them who would repent and 
believe on him before they die, should all be perfectly happy 
with Him in heaven for ever ; and that allthe rest, who will 
not thus believe on Him, will go, of course, where ‘the whole 
must have gone,if He had not come into the world—viz. in- 
to the place of pain and torment for ever. 

Now if you wish to know where your souls will be when 
you die, you have only to know whether you truly repent and 
believe on Jesus Christ the Son of God. In order to this 
you must first know exactly what it is to repent and believe 
on Jesus Christ. You remember, I guess, Emeline, when 
you was naughty once, and would not do as Mama bid you ; 


and then how she talked with you about it so affectionately, . 


and shewed you so plainly how wrong it was to do so; and 
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then how that only made you feel more angry for awhile; 
till all on a sudden you thought again what you had been dv- 
ing and how you had been feeling ; and that you had offen- 
ded and hurt the feelings of your dear Mama who had always 
been so kind to you; and then how it made you cry to think 
of it; and then you thought again how much she loved you, 
and you had hated her—which made you weep again; and 
then you thought how much better a mother you had than 
many othe: little misses ; and then how good she was to you 
even then, to tell you of your wrong, and try to make you 
more happy ; and especially, when you thought how tender 
she was to you in offering to forgive you after all 
that—then you wept abundantly, and grieved from the bot- 
tom of your heart, and almost refused to be comlorted until 
you at length could find courage to ask her to forgive you, 
and she had sealed her forgivness witha kiss. O then how 
happy you was; and how very much afraid lest you should 
ever offend your kind parent, and hurt her feelings, again !— 
and your fear would not let you forget your offence and 
naughitiness, but you kept recollecting it, and feeling sorry 
every day.—Now you have heard about the great Parent of 
us all, “* Our Father in heaven,” who is good and does gooi! 
—good to the evil and unthankful.” And you know how he 
has given you all things richly to enjoy—and not only so, but 
your very life is his gift, your body also and that mind, or 
soul, which is to live forever. And yet you have disobeyed 
Him—and thus offended Him—grieved Him to the heart— 
and so have | and every body in the world ;—and in this 
respect again the squirrel or horse is better than we, for they 
have never thas offended Him and hurt his feelings. Aux‘ 
now behold his tenderness and forbearance ;—He still kee;)s 
us alive, and offers to forgive us, and call us (obstinate rebels ! ) 
His dear children again. Buthow could He! when He had 
most solemnly said, “ ‘The soul that sinneth it shall die !— 
But no; He so loved us guilty rebels, that He gave His own 
dear Son—Jesus the Son of God—to die for us—to dic 
that we might live ! Poor dying sinners indeed can be forgiy- 
en and live; but Jesus must sufferanddie. Must die, did | 
say? He dies willingly—He dies cheerfully to save a sink 

ing, dying world! Behold Him, who was eternally glorictis 


in the blessed bosom of His Father God~—behold Him stvo 
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—behold Him descend to this ruined worid, and call a wort 
of earth His mother. Behold Him lying in a manger ;--too 
poor to command a better bed on earth. Behold Him faint 
and sick with watching, and with care, and with journeys to 
relieve and cure sick and suffering rebels. Behold Him 
mocked, insulted, spitted on, betrayed, accused, condemned, 
and murdered by the very men [e came to save. Behold Him 
hanging on the cross; forsaken of His God; behold Him ia 
agonies of death—dying and praying at once, for His very 
murderers! “ Father forgive them.” Yes, my dear young 
dying immortals—behold Him rising from the grave, ascend- 
ing into heaven, preparing happy mansions for all who wil! 
believe and obey Him, and sending down His Spirit to pre- 
pare them for these mansions, and at length calling them 
away by death to live in them, and live with Him, for everand 
ever. Yes, look once more at the cross on Calvary, and see, 
Emeline, Harriet and Eliza, what your sins have done, and 
how alone they can be forgiven. And did you ever weep 
for these sins ? And did you ever look to Jesus and cry to 
Him in daily prayer to have mercy on your immortal souls, 
and fit them for those happy mansions ;. lest you also, when 
you die, go to that place of torment, which we all so richly 
deserve—even the blackness of darkness for ever? At that 
instant the carriage imperceptibly rolled on close by 
Grandpa’ Abraham’s door, where the young company were 
to alight; and Theodore perceiving their hearts and eyes 
were already too full to make him any reply, took an aflec- 
tionate leave, and rode on his way rejoicing, while vis hearé 
was singing the foilowing lines :— 

* Jesus sought me, when a stranger, 

Wand’ring frem the fold of God: 

He to rescue me from danger 

Interposed his precious blood. 

O to Grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrain’d to be.” 

'To which his pleasing and grateful reflections, soon sub- 

joined the following lines :— 

“'T’o say, and do what’er I can 

For Him who died for ruined man; 

His cross to bear for friends, for foes, 

Forgiving these, rejoicing those— 

‘To death, to judgment ever tending,— 

My end—O never, neverending.” ~ 
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History of Dick Simmons. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN, 
HISTORY OF DICK SIMMONS. 


The father of Dick Simmons, whose story we are about to 
relate, lived in the town of ———. He was a man of good 
natural abilities, but had never received much advantage from 
education. Through his industry and frugality he acquired 
considerable property, so that he ranked among those who 
were called forehanded. His heart knew no other desire 
than to get money; and he did not always observe the rules 
of justice and equity in his dealings with his neighbours, 
Simmons had a numerous family, of which Dick was the 
eldest. Ia the summer Dick was obliged to labour on the 
farm, and he was kept so close that he enjoyed but few op- 
portunities of recreation with which other lads were indulged. 
His father was rather morose and peevish, and seemed to have 
no desire to allure his children to industry, by granting them 
respite at times, and the privilege of enjoying themselves in 
iunocent amusements. He made use of his authority to awe 
them into obedience, and though they feared him, yet they 
did not respect him. ‘Theirs was the submission of a slave, 
and not the obedience of affectionate children. The effect 
of this conduct upon Dick, was unhappy. He dreaded the 
anger of his father, because he disliked the smart of the whip ; 
but he had no respect to his feeling, and never studied to 
please him. He was an eye servant. and early acquired a 
habit of lying and prevarication. Whenever he could find 
an opportunity he would steal away from his work, and spend 
his time in play, and then he must set his wits to work to 
frame some falsehocd to screen him from the lash. Sim- 
mons made a rule to have those of his children, who were 
old enorgh, attend public worship ; though he seldom at- 
tended himself. His motive in sending this children was, 
thatthey might not have an opportunity “to go into the fields 
and trample down his grass. Dick disliked meeting as 
much as his father, and would generally pass the time of 
divine service in hunting birds nests, in picking berries, in 
going into the water; or seek other sports as came to hand. 
He was careful, however, to time in such a manner as to get 
to the meeting- house before the services were ended, so that 
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he miglt reach home in season. Dick never had any reli- 
gious instruction at home. He was never taught the cate- 
chism or any lesson of piety, and did not read. the Bible, 
from one yeat’s end to another, except at school. Whenever 
there was a public catechising, Dick was not permitted to 
attend; partly because his father could not spare him, and 
partly because he feared that his son’s ignorance would be a 
reproach to him ;_ for although be cared nothing about the 
matter, as it respec ted his Maker, yet he hated tobe thought a 
bad man by others, and iiis pride would be wounded if his child- 
ren did not appear as well assome others.. Inthe winter sea- 
son Dick was commonly sent to school. As lis father wish- 
ed to get every thing out of him that he could, if he could not 
find employment for him, he would put him out to some of his 
neighbours, who would be willing to give him his board for 
his labour out of school. This was generally very pleasing 
to Dick, for it delivered him from the dread of his father, and 
gave him an opportunity of spending his evenings in play ; 
an indulgence which he could never have at home. Dick 
was a boy of bright faculties, and made good proficency at 
school. Hehad considerable ambition and strove to securea 
respectable standing with his class. But, although he made 
good progress in science, he was commonly disliked by 
most of his school-fellows. He took great satisfaction in 
thwarting others, and occasioning them trouble. He de- 
lighted to play his pranks upon those who were younger than 
himself’: ; and whenever he engaged in any sport, he would get 
angry and quarrel, if he could find any one as bad as himself. 
At length Dick arrived at an age when his father judged it 
proper to put himout an apprentice. He thought he should 
not be able to provide for all his children if he kept them at 
home, and therefore he determined Dick should go to a trade. 
He was sent toa neighbouring town, and bound out an ap- 
prentice to a shoemaker. Mr. Porter r, his master, was, th 
the language of the world, a sharp man; he carried on a large 
stroke of business, and made close calculations. He was for the 
most part, honest in his dealings. He never would deceive a cus- 
tomer for his own sake, because this would lesson his business. 
He calculated to have good shoes, because this draws custom. 
Bot all his honesty in bis dealings took its rise from selfish- 
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History of Dick Simmoys. 21 
ness, for he was an entire stranger to evangelical princi; ples, 
and his only aim seemed to be, to increase his wealth. He 
was regular in his habits ; was sober, industrious, frugal and 
discreet. He attended on public worship because he had 
been brought up to do so, and he made his family attend like- 
wise. He never worshipped God in his family, and he con- 
sidered himself under no obligation to watch over the morals 
of those committed to his care,as they belonged to him 
only for afew years. I cannot help observing that to neglect 


_ the instruction of apprentices, is a common fault with mas- 


ters: even with those who have something like religious wor- 
ship in their families. They do not consider that they are 
under any obligation to counsel and instruct the children of 
ethers, who are committed to them, as well as their own. 
They permit them to stroul away on the Sabbath, and spend 
the time in idleness and play, when they should be at the 
house of God. They suffer them to be at places of idol resort 
when not at work ; to stay out at unseasonable hours, and to 
associate with vicious companions, who do not fail to poison 
their minds and lead them into evil habits. 

Mr. Porter kept one or two journeymen and several ap- 
prentices. Among his boys at the time Dick entered the 
shop, was one by the name of Edward Saunders, a lad of ex- 
cellent disposition and correct morals, Saunders’ parents 
were poor, but they were pious.. They had received but few 
advantages from education, but they had a good understand- 
ing in the way of God. They commanded their children to 
keep the commandments of God. They began to teach them 
the fear of God betimes, gave them line upon line and pre- 
cept upon precept, and in all things trained them up in the 
way they should go. They commended them to God in their 
prayers, and entreated him to give them a new heart and a 
new spirit. In choosing a place for his son, Saunders fol- 
Jowed the plan of many other religious parents: i. e. he was 
not particular as to the religious character of the person to 
whom he was to commit his son. Many think this a matter 
of little consequence, if the person be a good workman and a 
man of common moral habits. But it is an erroneous opin- 
ion. Religious parents should always}choose men of piety to 
take charge of their children, if they can be found. Incom- 
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mitting them to the care of men who have no religious charac: 
ter. they do in fact, abandon them to follow the bias of their 
own corrupt heart. They leave them without any watchman, 
in the midst.of snares and temptations: for men who have 
‘not religion, do not feel themselves under obligation to super- 
intend the morals of others. Besides they should remember 
that the “ curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked,” 
but he blesseth the habitation of the just. God bestows many 
favours for his servants’ sake. ‘ He that walketh with wise 
men shall be wise.” He will learn wisdom from their con- , 
versation and theirexample. It is scarcely necessary to ob- 
serve that those apprentices who have religious masters, have 
privileges of inestimable value; ad every parent when he puts 
out achild, should enquire for those men who honour God by 
a life of practical godliness. Edward and Dick being nearly 
of the same age, assoviated much together, though the lan- 
guage of the latter was not always pleasing to the former. 
Dick would frequently curse and swear when they were at 
their play, and upon every trivial occasion would fly into a 
violent passion, and abuse his companions with low and vul- 
gar language. But Sauaders, being a good natured youth, 
seldom resented his conduct ; and when passion had subsided 
Simmons would frequently express his sorrow for what he had 
done. 

The temper and habits of. the two lads were particularly 
noticed by the master. He always found that Saunders was 
attentive to his business. He never neglected or slighted his 
work, and was always as diligent while alone as when his 
master was.present. He was faithful and trusty, and what- 
ever be said iight be relied on as true Simmons, on the 
contrary, was wotoriously idle, and whenever he could get an 
opportunity, would steal away from the shop, and then tell 
a dozen lies to screen himself from blame. He was very 
fond of being out late at night, and delighted in those low 
tricks which are fr equently practised by young persons in 
places of some magnitude; such as taking off gates from their 
hinges, fencing up highways, and placing stumbling blocks 
on the side-walk, that people may fall over them; taking 
out the linch-pins from farmers’ carts and waggons; turning 
these upside down; opening their barn doors, that their cattle 
miy ¢ ot into mischief;-sand many other of the like natare. 
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Frequent complaints were made respecting these things, but 
Dick would always deny that he had any agency in such de- 
predations. He was, however, generally suspected, and 
however positive in asserting his innocence, he was never 
believed. (Lo be continued. ) 


BIBLICAL SOLUTIONS. 


[Copy RIGHT SECURED. | 


It is with peculiar pleasure we inform our youthful readers 
that we have received a series of very interesting questions and 
answers on the scriptures of the Old Testament, which, we are 
confident, from what we have seen of them, will be peculiarly in- 
teresting and instructive to those who will give them deserved at- 
tention. It isour design to insert the questions in one number 
and their answers in the next; but as a specimen we here give 
the answers to a few of the first questions. And for the improve- 
ment of the mind, we would earnestly recommend it to.our read- 
ers, by faithfully searching the scriptures, to anticipate the au- 
thor’s answers before they shall appear. 


GENESIS. 


1. What do we understand by this title ? 

Answer. Genesis signifies generation or birth, and is af- 
fixed to this book because it contains the history of the cre- 
ation of all things. 

2. Who was the writer of this book ? 

A. It was written by Moses, the great leader and legisla- 
tor of Israel. 

3. When was it written ? 

A. Probably about 1500 years before Christ. 

4. Through how longa period does its history extend ? 

A. Through a period of more than 2300 years, or from the 
creation of the world, tillthe death of Joseph. 

3. Is this book quoted in the New Testament ? 

A. It is quoted at least 25 times. 

6. Can you refer me to some of these quotations ? 

A. Gen, 1. 27. “ Male and female created he them,” is 
quoted, Mat. 19. 4. and Mark 10. 6.—Gen. 2. 2. “And he 
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rested on the seventh day from all his work,” is quoted, Heb. 
4. 4,.—Gen. 2.7. © And man becamea living soul,” is quoted, 
1 Cor. 15 45.—Gen. 2.24. “ Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and 
they shall be one flesh,” is quoted, Mat. 19.5 and Mark 10. 
7. 8.and 1 Cor. 6. 16. and Eph. 5. 31.—Gen. 12. 1. * Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,” is quoted, 
Acts, 7.3.—Gen. 12. 3.“ And in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed,” is quoted, Gal. 3. 8.—Gen. 15.5. “So 
shall thy seed be,” is quoted, Rom, 4. 18.—Gen. 15. 6. 
‘ And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him for 
righteousness,” is quoted, Rom. 4. 3. and Gal. 3. 6. and 
Jam. 2. 25.—Gen. 15. 13. Know of a surely that thy 
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not-theirs,” is quoted, 
Acts 7. 6.—Gen. 17. 5. “ A father of many nations have I 
made thee,” is quoted, Rom. 4. 17.—Gen. 18. 10. ‘I will 
certainly return unto thee according to the time of life, and, 
lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son,” is quoted, Rom. 9. 9.— 
Gen. 18. 10. “ Cast out this bond woman and her son,” is 
quoted, Gal. 4. 30.—Gen. 21. 12. “ In Isaac shall thy seed 
be called,” is quoted, Rom. 9. 7.—Gen. 22. 17. 18. “In 
blessing I will bless thee, and in muitiplying I will multiply 
thy seed, &c. is quoted, Heb. 6. 14. and Acts 3. 25.—Gen. 
25. 23. ‘* The elder shall serve the younger,” is quoted, 
Yom. 9. 12. 

Many of these texts are found in more places than one in 
Gen. and perhaps are quoted in other places than have been 
named. 

7. When passages are thus quoted in the New Testament 
from the Old, is there found to be an exact agreement in the 
language P 

A. The sense is always the same, the language often varies. 
Sometimes what we call a quotation is a mere allusion, at 
other times an exposition, and sometimes, perhaps, the writer 
in the New Testament had no reference to the Old, but was 
inspired to write a similar sentiment in similar language 

8. Do these quotations establish the authority of the book ? 

A. When any book of the Old Testament is thus exten- 
sively quoted in the New, both rest for support on the same 
testimuny. : 
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9. From this eommencement of the volume of inspira- 
tion, how many years elapsed till the canon of Scripture was 
finished by John? 

A. About 1600 years. 

10. Does this fact afford evidence in favour of the truth of 
the Scriptures P 

A. That men in different ages and nations, educated un- 
der every variety of maxim and habit, and taken from every 
grade of society, from the monarch to the tent-maker and the 
fisherman, should write a book so harmonious throughout, 
proves that book to be divinely inspired. 


Questions to be answered by the reader before the reception of the next 
number, 
1. When it is said, “ In the beginning God, created the 
heaven, and the earth 3”? what is meant by ¢ae heaven ? 
12. Before the creation of the sun, moou and stars, was 
there light P 
13. Is the doctrine of a Trinity recognised in this, book P 
14. Do you suppose that the face of the earth exhibited 
originally the same appearance as at present P | 
15. What are we to understand by that image of God, in 
which man was originally created ? 
16. Does it appear to have been the design of God that 
Be | should imitate his example of resting the seventh day ? 
Do we learn from the history of the creation of man, 
aie ‘the soul is of a different nature, or higher extraction than 
the body ? 
18. How was the earth watered before tie flood ? 
19. Where was the garden of Eden? 
20. Had man any labour assigned him previous to the 
fall r 
21. What do you understand by the tree of knowledze of 
good and evil ? 
22. What do you understand by the tree of life? 
23. What do you infer from the fact, that there was made 
originally but one man for one woman ? 
i Do you see any thing incredible in the history of the 
fall P 
25. But some will tell us, that to perisheternally for eating 
an apple, was a punishment disproportioned to the crime: 
how would you reply ? : 
VOL. Iv. | 3 
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26. When wasa Saviour first promised ? 

27. And does this text give us an unqualified licease to 
destroy the serpent ? 

28. Do you suppose the earth to be now less productive, 
and _ require more labour, than if man had continued obedi- 
ent: 


CHARACTER OF MRS. CONSTANTIA GRIERSON. 


Constantia Grierson was born in the County of Kilkenny, 
1706. She was a most excellent scholar in Greek and Ro- 
man literature, besides which she made considerable attain- 
ments in history, divinity, philosophy and mathematics. 
These acquirements are represented as the result of her own 
persevering industry and application. She wrote many ele- 
gant poems, and added to a fine imagination, a great memo- 
ry, an excelle ‘nt understanding, a correct judgment, ‘and to 
crown all, piety and virtue. Ofthe knowledge of the Latin 
tongue she gave a stiiking proof, in ker dedication of the 
Dublin edition of Tacitus, co Lord Carteret (Lord Lieuten- 
ant) and that of Terence to his son. She died 1733, at 
the early age of 27. The following beautiful lines were pen- 
ned by this accomplished woman. 


ON THE ART OF PRINTING. 
Hail mystic art! which men like angels taught, 
To speak to eyes, and paint embodyd thought! 
Tho’ deaf and dumb ;—blest skill reliev’d by thee, 
We make one sense perform the art of three. 
We see, we hear, we touch the head and heart, 
And take or give, what each but yields in part ; 
With the hard laws of distance we dispense, 
And, without sound, apart, commune in sense ; 
View, though confin’d, nay, rule this earthly ball, 
And travel o’er the wide expanded All. 
Dead letters thus with living notions fraught, 
Prove to the soul the telescope of thought ; 
To mortal life immortal] honour give, 
And bid ail deeds and tities last and live. 
In scanty life ETERNITY we taste, 
View the first ages and inform the last ; 
Arts, history, laws, we purchase with a look, 
And keep like fate, ali nature in a book. 
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Warning to vicious Youth. 23 


What a striking example for youth, and especially for 
young women, and how much ought they to endeavour to 
‘redeem the time.” Much depends on the application of 
young persons to thetr respective studies, and indeed with- 
out such application no improvement can be made in any 
pursuit. It is often to be regretted, that numbers who can 
play one of Mozart’s favourite pieces, or the Battle of Prague, 
with tolerabie execution, are extremely deficient in that real 
knowledge which improves the mind. Ye females of 
America, while ye excel in that which amuses and er- 
tertains, while ye fix the ear to the sweet harmonious 
sounds produced by your flying fingers, let us also be im- 
proved by your conversation, and study to excel in the know- 
ledge that maketh wise unto salvation. 


_—_--_--—-_~— 


WARNING TO VICIOUS YOUTH. 


A very vicious lad, in the town of Newcastlé-upon-Tyne, 
was, with rude and profane language, insulting and mocking 
an aged and blind relative ; in his unfeeling and wanton play 
he endeavoured to turn his eyes in the same manner as those 
of the afflicted person; when, awful to relate, they immedi- 
ately became fixed in that position, and he could never after- 
wards return them, but lived many years an afivcting in- 
stance of the divine displeasure against cruel mockery. It 
would be a pleasing alleviation, could it be added that this 
striking event had proved the means of his reformation, but 
nothing of the kind appeared; and he was well known to 
one of the parents of the writer for many years alter the 
above circumstance, as retaining the same vicious hardened 
character. Such conduct is still too common, and it is hoped 
that these hints may, under the divine blessing, prove useful 
as well as seasonable. 

If any of my young readers should have been guilty of 
such conduct, or any thing like it, let me beg to remind them, 
_1. These people whom you despise and ridicule are what 
God has made them. It was very properly replied by a de- 
formed gentleman to a lady who contemptuously called him 
‘an ul shaped fellow,’— ° 














Extracts from Manuseripts of a deceased lady. 


Mis true my shape is something odd, 
me blaming me is blaming God, 
Who ni night | have touched my shape like thine, 
And lent thee one deform’d as mine ; 
And since the power that fashioned thee 
With the same hand created me, 
For what thou art, that power adore, 
And sneer at mv odd shape no more. 


2. Before you ridicule others for any defect in their sen- 


ses, reflect whether you make the best use you can of your 
own. If you are atany time disposed to treat with ridicule 
the infirmities of age, recollect that the persons whom you 
make light of, were once as lively and active as yourselves ; 
and do not forget to add, perhaps you may one day be as en. 
feebled and afilicted as they are$ if you live to old age, it is 
natural to expect the infirmities of age to come upon you; 
and long before that time, you may by illness, or accident, 
be reduced to the same circumstances as those you have so 
unkindly ridiculed. Oh what a bitter reflection would it 
then be to look back and say,‘ Ah! when I was young and 
healthy, instead of making the best use of my powers, I rid- 
iculed those who were destitute of them; and now, how can 
{ expect any one to treat me with sympathy and kindness.” 
3. A particular blessing has often been observed to rest 
upon those who have treated age and infirmity with consci- 
entious srespect ; and, on the other hand, severe judgments 
are threatened, and have beeu in some instances aw fully eX- 
ecuted on those who failed in it. You are all familiar with 
the awful end of the mockers of Elisha the prophet, versified 
by the good Dr. Watts; and, if you have not already done it, 
let me advise you to commit to memory the 23d and 24th 
verses of the second chapter of the 2d Book of Kings, also 
Prov. xxx. 17. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


EXTRACTS FRCM MANUSCRIPTS OF A DE- 
CEASED LADY. 
JANUARY, Ist, 1815. 
Another year has rolied away, and is lost in the obscurity 
and oblivion of ages. Has it involved with it the deeds e! 
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those, who have been actors on life’s scene? No! they are 
registered in the pages of eternity by the hand of God, there 
to be sealed tillthe trump shall sound to summon an assem- 
bled Universe before the tribunal of their Judge. 

Hear, O Heavens, and give ear O earth! the time weil 
come when the Lord will judge his people. ‘Though cir- 
cling years may roll away—though millions of ages may re- 
volve, yet the purposes of Jehovah must stand. He will 
bring every creature to judgment. 

Fifteen summer suns have passed away since I left the 
dear land of my nativity, the place of my Father’s sepulchre 3 
the spot, to which my fond heart oft returns with mingled 
pleasure and regret, for there the ashes of my fathers sleep. 
O that I might be enabled to emulate their virtues and walk 
in their footsteps. 

Theirs was the triumph of faith--they trusted in their 
God, and he did not forsake them; theirs too will be the 
sweet reward of the righteous ; for to such our Saviour has 
said, he would give to sit on his right hand, in the kingdom 
of his glory. 


ee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN KENTUCKY. 


Though the prevalence of error and vice, in many parts 
of the state, is cause of much lamentation ; still there are ma- 
ny circumstances which give courage to those who are aux- 
iously watching the prosperity of Zion. The vacant con- 
gregations have a more feeling sense of their spiritual neces- 
sities, and manifest more liberality to support the gospel, and 
in many sections religious institutions are aided with an in- 
creasing spirit of benevolence. Revivals of religion have 
not been common through the State the past year: but in 
Cumberland County the spiritual refreshing has been great, 
bringing many to the_hopeiul experience of true religion. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


It is stated, in the Philadelphia Religious Remembrancer, 


that in the past year religion has been greatly revived in the 
3* 
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Methodist Church and Society at Savannah. 131 have in 
that period professed their faith in Christ. 

A great revival of religion has recently prevailed in Wes- 
town, Orange County, N. Y. In the space of tour months 
196 have been added to the Church in that place. 

The Synodical Report of North Carolina, presents a very 
encouraging prospect respecting the cause of religion at the 
south. Many churches have experienced the gracious visit- 
ations of the Hely Spirit. The general attention to the con- 
cerns of religion the past year has exceeded that ef any other 
period 

Sabbath Schools every where prevail. Bihle classes are 
popular. Bible. Tract, Missionary, Moral and Peace Socie- 
ties have been instituted with success. The religious inter- 
ests of the blacks are attended to with increasing zeal, while 
the destitute heathen have not been forgotten. 


MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Since our last number was issued, we have received a iet- 
ter from My. Bingham, dated Woahoo, Jan. 31.1821. It 
was hastily written, and sent by way of Calcutta, in a vessel] 
which touched but a few hours. The intelligence from the 
mission is thus brought down two months and ten days later 
than we had heard before. 

This letter mentions the distressing fact, that the church 
had felt itself obliged to adopt the last measure with Dr. Hol- 
man; and to cut him off from its communion, on the charges 
ef w utking disorderly, slander and ri ailing and COvELOUSNESS. 
Mr. Bingham states, that ‘Mi. Thurston and himself were 
then preparing what they hoped would be an impartial his- 
tory of the case.’ 

The missionaries were writing at large, and about to send 
the continuation of their journal, by a Boston ship then in 
port, which would proceed by the way of Canton. These 
letters may be expected by the next arrival from that port ; 
but we believe no arrivals are expected for some months. 

The close of Mr. Bingham’s letter is as follows: “ We 
think an excellent spirit appears in the members of the 
church generally. | 


* By the Cleopatra’s Barge, the Tartar and Lascar, we 
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were happy to receive the communications, supplies, house 
frame, &c. which you sent us. Accept our cordial thanks ; 
and have the goodness to tender to the owners, Messrs Bry- 
ant and Sturgis, the grateful acknowledgments of this mis- 
sion for the very great favour they have so generously be- 
stowed on us.* 

Our schools are making desirable progress; the mission 
still prospers, notwithstanding its afflictions ; the family is in 
health; our Sabbaths are pleasant ; and the favour of the 
people, and the smiles of Providence, encouraging.” 

In a postscript Mr. B. says, that the fund for the support 
of orphan children, raised by subscription at the islands, 


amounts to $600, and that the plan is going on well. 
| Mis. Her. 


SUMMARY. 


FOREIGN. 

Dr. Morrison and Dr. Milne have completed a version of the 
whole scriptures into the Chinese language. Dr. Marshman, 
at Serampore, has accomplished the same work. Missiona- 
ries, in Western Africa, give surprising accounts of the happy 
change among the negroes at Regents Town, Sierra Leone. 

From the Ceylon Mission Journal, it appears that they 
number several hopeful converts to christianity. Gabriel 
Tissera, Philip Matthew, and Sandera Segaren are mention- 
ed. The first has been distinguishingly serviceable in the 
cause of Christ; the second gives satisfactory evidence of 
piety ; and the last mentioned is subjected to peculiar trials, 
as he will be obliged, on account of the persecution of his re- 
laiives, to relinquish all his property, which is large, and thus 
literally forsake all for Christ. 

The Russian Bible ~ociety has published, in the space of 
six years, or is now publishing, 79 editions of the scriptures, 
in 33 different languages; into 19 of which the Bible has 
never before been translated. 

A Missionary, who has visited New-Zealand ten months, 
says, “ the people are ripe for instruction; they are every 
where friendly and hospitable.” 


* These gentlemen kindly took the articles above-named, for the use 
of the missionaries, without freight. 
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At Pacalsdorp, Mr. Messer says, “the Hottentots, who 
for many years were remarkably hardened, have now their 
opposition subdued, and come and bow their knees at the 
foot of the cross.” At Griqua Town are 103 children at 
school, of whoin 55 can read, and a few write and cypher. 

A great change appears in the prospects of christianity at 
Burmah. The missionaries there have feared they should be 
obliged to flee the country, but now the converted natives 
manifest a willingness to become martyrs for Christ’s sake. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society are exerting a very 
salutary influence in South Africa, New South Wales, in Ma- 
deira, in the West India Islands, and in British North Amer- 
ica. 

The free schools among the poor Irish children are of in- 
calculable utility ; giving a knowledge of the holy scriptures 
to thousands of Roman Catholics. They prosper notwith- 
standing the spirited opposition of the priests. 

The Society in Great Britain for propagating the Gospel 
in foreign parts, are erecting a College near Calcutta. ‘There 
appears to be an universal indication ofa great change in the 
moral state of the Jews. Great exertions are making for 
them. Interesting instances of conversion among them fre- 
quently occur. 

The public are much gratified with the late arrival of a 
converted Jew in thiscountry. Hecomes as an agent to the 
Jews’ Society, N. York, employed by the benevolent young 
Count Vander Reeke, of Overdyke, in Westphalia. The 
Count who has for years exerted himself for the good of the 
Jews, has formed, and partially effected, the establishment of a 
Colony for the residence, support and instruction of converted 
Jews, as the,best means of relieving themfrom the evils to 
which they are exposed. He has purchased land near the 
Rhine, and solicits aid from the benevolent in this country to 
aid in accomplishing the object. 

Much opposition yet exists to the education of females in 
India, but it is gradually giving way. Until lately there were 
no girls in the schools, but in some instances now there are 
28 in a school, 

Ata late celebration of “the school for the blind at Liver- 
pool,” a sermon was preached from this text; ‘ And his dis- 
ciples asked him, Master, who did sin this man, or his par- 
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ents, that he was born blind. Jesus answered, Neither has 
this man sinned, nor his parents, but that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him.” £169 5s. were collect- 
ed, the plates being held by ladies. 





DOMESTIC. 

The Presbyterian Church in South Carolina, have com- 
menced a mission among the Chickasaw Indians. ‘Their 
prospects are flattering—the natives being very anxious for 
schools, and willing to assist in defraying expenses. 

A band of Baptist Missionaries are destined for the Cher- 
okee nation, to form a new establishment. ‘The number, in- 
cluding three or four children, is 25. 

The contemplated mission to the Chippewa Indians is 
about to be carried into effect. 

Rev. Mr. Bardwell, late missionary in India, being obliged 
to return, on account of his health, has arrived at Boston with 
his wife andchild. When he left Calcutta he was very low 
with the liver complaint, but his voyage has quite restored his 
health. 

The Rev. Mr. Temple embarks about this time for West- 
ern Asia to join Messrs. Fisk and Parsons. 

Our Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions contem- 
plate fitting out a reinforcement to the Sandwich Islands. 
They propose to send two ordained ministers, two physicians, 
a farmer, two carpenters, who can also work at ship-building, 
a cabinet-maker, a blacksmith, and two or three school-mas- 
ters, most of them in the married state. Several youths, na- 
tives of those islands, will return to their country at the same 
time. 

The Hon. John Jay is elected President of the American 
Bible Society, inthe place ot Hon. E. Boudinot deceased. 

The Treasurer of the American Education Society ac- 
knowledges the receipt of $464 42 cents in the mouth of 
November. The American Bible Society acknowledges the 
rece'pt of $3537 27 cents during the-same month. 

The Seneca tribe of Indians are very much pleased with 
the school established for them, and the mission prospers. 
They are becoming more and more favourable to Christiani- 
ty. Inthe four reservations there ate about 000 nominal 
Christians. 


























Anecdotes. 
BIBLE ANECDOTE. 


Extracted from the Second Report of the Dublin Auxiliary 
Bible Society. 


‘¢ The ladies of a Bible Association, in one of their weekly 
calls upon the poor saw a female at her door, with an intant 
in her arms; they asked her if she had a Bible; she answer- 
ed, no. They then asked her whether she would like to be- 
come a subscriber tor one; she replied, with tears in her 
eyes, that she would if it were in her power; but she could 
not. | 

On leaving her, the husband, an idle, worthless man, who 
had seen the ladies talk with his wife, asked her what they 
wanted; she told him. He then inquired what answer she 
gave them; she repeated that also. On the following Mon- 
day, as the ladies were passing her door, they found her 
waiting fer them; and she tendered them sixpence, as the 
commencement of a subscription fora Bible. The ladies, 
surprised, yet delighted, asked her how she became enabled to 
Spare so much; she answered very feelingly, ¢ I hope it will 
last—I hope it will last.’ The next week she was ready with 
a shilling; and ina very few weeks paid up the requisite 
sum, and received her Bible. It appeared from her state- 
ment, that almost immediately after their first conversation, 
the husband attended diligeutly to his employment, and in- 
stead of spending the greater part of his earnings at the public 
house, as he had been accustomed to do, carried home his 
wages to his wife. Ina very short time this man became a 
free subscriber; and such was the influence of Bible princi- 
ples upon his conduct, tnat his temporal affairs became very 
prosperous, and he now has a considerable sum deposited in 
the Savings-bank.” 


















Extract of a letter from a clergyman, dated Wateree Cir- 
cuit, S. C. August 8, 1820 -— 

There are two families of Jews in the Circuit whom I have 
visited several times. Since I last visited them, two of their 
daughters have been converted to the christian religion. | 

The following circumstances are worthy of notice. The 
mother sent them one day to the spring house for milk 5 a 
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servant happening to be there at the time, the girls gave her 

the milk to carry to the house, and then retired to the woods to 

y pray. They were not long at prayer before they began to 
icry aloud for mercy, so that they were heard at the house. 
The mother of the girls and one of the sisters, hearing the 
noise, came to the place where the children were at prayer. 

> The Lord seemed to touch their hearts also, for they did not 
- | opposethem. The fatherof one of the girls, also hearing the 
) noise, came to the place, and heard the child praying that 


 S 


r 
Christ would have mercy on her and her unbelieving father. 

This enraged him; as he could not brook the idea that his 
’ child should believe Jesus to be the Christ. He picked up a 
» [® stick to beat her, but as he approached the child. he became 
: so entangled in a yrape vine, that it was some time before he 


extricated himself. The mother of the girls took them to the 
house, and locked them up in a room, to shelter them from 
. —e the rage of the father. They were threatened by him, that 
if they persisted in praying to Christ, he would put them 
. | tudeath. The children replied,“ We will pray if you do_ kill 
» us!” They have since united themselves to the Church, and 

we expect two more to do so the next time of preaching there. 


The following encouraging instance has come within my 
own knowledge, and that of my immediate acquaintance : 


During my connexion with a Sabbath school in this city, 
two female children of Jewish parentage, attended it with the 
| approbation of their mother, and with great delight recited 
lessons from the Old Testa nent, and heard explanations from 
their teachers, which directed their attention to the New. 
Their attendence was continued for a length of time. 
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The Editor has lately received a liitle work entitled “* A Manual for 
the use of the Scholars of Sunday Schvuols, compiled by the Superin- 
tendent of the Salem street Sunday Schoo!, Boston” The satis slac- 
tion derived from the perusal of this work, induces us to recommend 
it io the notice of the public, particularly of those interested in the 
promotion of ~abbath Schools The addresses to children, with the 
Prayers and Hymns iuterspersed through the work, appear to be ad- 
firably adapted to the capacities of those for whom the was assigned. 





Poetry—The New Year. 
POETRY. 


THE NEW YEAR. 
Again the gorgeous sun with giant force 

Leads forth the fleeting hours that form the year, 
And rushes onward in his flaming course 

To that dread moment ending all things here. 
This can I view regardless, void of fear, 

Borne daily on his chariot wheels which — 







































Down to the yawning grave in full career ? 
Oh! let me ask, ere he has reach’d his zoal, 
Where shalt thou find thy final home, my soul ? 


Ah! where are they—who saw with me the sun, 
When on the year departed, first he rose ; 
Young, vig’rous, beautiful, that year begun, 
But sunk into the tomb before its close ? 
If righteous Heav’n should number me with those 
On whom the new year’s sun no more shall rise, 
Must I from hence descend to endless woes, 
Or upward soar to share the blissful prize, 
Where the redeem’d shall reign, with Christ beyond the 
skies. 





Has this world’s emptiness so charm’d my heart, 

That here, for ever, I would fondly stay ; 

Lose heav’n itself for dreams which soon depart ; 

Eternal glory, for a house of clay ; 

For gross delusions of life’s transient day !— 

O, rather let my soul, awak’ning, scorn 

Th’ infernal snare ; and flee to Christ, the Way, 

The Life, the Light; of heav’nly day, the dawn ; 
In whom, exulting thought, to die is to be born ! 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Observations to the Young : Letter from a Young Lady to her Pa- 
rents; A Sabbath School Exercise ; Reflections of a Libertine reclaim- 
ed by sickness; Letter froma Mother, on her death bed, to her child; 
Y.5 E; Letter from a Young Convert to an Experienced Christian, 
lave been received. 











